
October 22, 2020 

 
 The regular meeting of the Giles County School Board was held on October 22, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. in the School Administration 

Office Building Conference Room.  Persons present were: 

 
 Jason B. Buckland    Dr. Terry E. Arbogast II, Superintendent 

 Melissa R. Guynn    Amanda J. Tickle, School Board Clerk 

 Phillip A. Pennington   Lisa G. Mustain, Assistant Superintendent  

 Stephen M. Steele    

 Mark A. Wilburn 

   

 The meeting was called to order by the Chairman. 

  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 The Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, approved the Superintendent's 

October 22
nd

, 2020 School Board Meeting Agenda.  

 

 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Good afternoon,  

 

My name is Ella Williams.  I am a 6th grade student at Macy.  Covid is ruining my life, and many others.  It's keeping me from seeing 

the people I care about, and preventing me from reaching my potential.  I can't focus at home, I can't focus anywhere because of the 

demand the teachers are placing on us not being there.  I feel like we should be there at least 4 days a week so our teachers can calm 

down, and work with us in person.  They are stressed, but we are stressed too!  We are the purpose right that you all are working for 

us.  We are supposed to be the ones who matter the most but no one wants to listen to us.  ¨The ones everyone is so worried about¨.  If 

you cared about us you would realize that covid is the least of our worries.  My mind works better with the support that surrounds us at 

school and the structure it gives everyone.     

 

It's making people that have not had mental health issues before including myself have problems that should not be happening at my 

age. secluding us out of the school is keeping us from healthy behaviors. Most of the suicides in the world now are because of covid 

keeping people from things and people.  There are multiple people at Macy, my teachers, my friends, and my guidance counselor that 

are very important to me, and only getting to see them two days a week is causing problems.  They are a support to everyone.  

Everyone needs everyone.  Some of my friends agree with me and we want to be heard.  We think as 6th graders we matter just as 

much as a third grader needing to read.  Not seeing my friends that are on A group has made me lose strong bonds.  I miss my friends. I 

have lost many friendships because of covid and being out of school, and no way to check on them or for them to check on me.   

 

Everyone keeps asking me and my friends if we are ok.  We are not ok.  We need someone to hear us. We need our lives 

back!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Sincerely, 

Ella Williams  

 
October 22, 2020 

 

Dear Board Members, 

 

 We would first like to thank you for your commitment to Giles County Public Schools.  We fully understand the gravity of the 

decisions you are being asked to make.  However, we would be remiss if we did not share our concerns with increasing the number of 

face-to-face students at this time.  Let us first say that we want nothing more than to have all of our students back with us as normal, 

but these are not normal circumstances and they would not be returning to us under normal conditions.   

 One of our biggest concerns is lack of space.  We cannot properly social distance with more students added to our 

classrooms.  Ours are some of the smallest rooms in the building, and, even reducing to 3 feet separation, we still could not 

accommodate all of our students.  Additionally, the limited space would necessitate all of our students and ourselves being masked all 

day (with the exception of lunch, which is a whole other issue).  Presently, we and the students are able to remove masks and maintain 

social distancing.  This has been a blessing to us as it is extraordinarily difficult to teach effectively while masked.  We also have two 

students with hearing difficulties who rely on being able to read our lips. 
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 We are greatly concerned that an increase in the number of students attending face-to-face would result in increased COVID 

cases.  Beyond the obvious concern for the health and safety of those individuals, we are also worried about the possibility of schools 

being completely shut down at which time no one could receive face-to-face instruction.  Under our current plan, we have been able to 

mitigate the number of cases while still being able to see students face-to-face. 

 And the hybrid plan, in our opinion, is working.  Every day, we get more comfortable using our virtual learning platform.  

Every day, we get the opportunity to work with small groups of students in ways that have never before been possible.  Every day, our 

face-to-face students tell us how much they  appreciate learning in this environment.  Contrary to some opinions, we are not losing our 

all-virtual students.  Most of them are thriving.  We concede that some are not; however, some of these are students who typically 

struggle in the face-to-face environment, and we are uncertain if being back in school more often would change the outcome. 

 We have worked harder this year than ever before.  We have been asked to teach in a completely new way with very little 

training.  Our pedagogical training did not prepare us to teach during a global pandemic.  We are stressed and we are tired, but we are 

also rising to the challenge.  We are proud of the learning opportunities we have offered our students.  We are providing quality 

instruction both in person and virtually.  While we think part of the intention in bringing more students in at this time is to ease our 

load, it would in fact increase our already-doubled workload.  We would still be planning both face-to-face and virtual instruction, but 

would lose our small groups and possibly lose our planning time. 

While we appreciate the surveys as an opportunity to express our thoughts, the option we think is best-- to keep the hybrid 

plan as it is-- was not a choice.  We feel as if our voices have not been heard.  We feel invisible.  We are professional educators who 

have been doing what is best for our students for years, and yet ours are not the voices being listened to.  The hybrid plan is what is 

best given our current circumstances.  We implore the school board to strongly consider our opinion when making this decision. 

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to express our opinion.  We wish you the best as you make this important decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

EEMS 6th Grade Team  

 

To the Giles County School Board, 

 

All teachers in grades Pre-K through 3rd grade at Eastern Elementary would like to clarify the record stemming from a 

misrepresentation of each of us during your recent work session. It was stated in that work session that ALL the teachers in Pre-K 

through 3rd grade were ready to have their students return to school full time. That statement is completely opposite of what we stated 

and gave educational reasoning to support. 

 

Please allow us to clarify any and all confusion. One of your members visited our school and did speak with several teachers regarding 

the logic of all students returning to school. It must be noted that NO members of Pre-K or Kindergarten, as well as one teacher in 1st, 

were even visited; yet a blanket statement was made for all. Furthermore, the statement was not true for ANY of the teachers. 

 

We DID indeed validate that we certainly would love to have our kids back and be able to teach in the manner we are used to and love 

to do; however, we gave numerous sound educational reasons why, at this time, that would not be in the best interest of the education 

of our students. We also stated that we do not have the facilities to carry out a full return to school and keep students, faculty, and 

families safe and healthy.  

 

We would like the record to show that a statement was made that misrepresented each employee referenced. Again, we would love for 

the pandemic to be over and to return to normal teaching; however, it is not. Until an individual is placed into the classroom setting on 

a daily basis, one cannot imagine the challenges that both the teachers and students face. We do not feel a change in schedule is best 

for our students; nor do we feel increased numbers in our classrooms is a wise decision at this time. We strongly suggest waiting until 

after cold, flu, stomach bug, strep throat season to even consider our next steps.  

Please remember, we continue to be in the middle of a pandemic, which has no cure to date. 

 

We would also like to address the manner in which Dr. Arbogast was addressed concerning the wording of the teacher surveys. Let us 

assure you that we are educated and understand exactly what is meant when you ask if we are ready for any/all grades to return. Ninety 

percent of our entire EEMS staff said we are not ready to make any changes to our schedule at the present time...not through 3rd, 5th, 

nor 7th.  You can word a survey any way you feel is more appropriate, but the bottom line remains consistent...we do not feel it is in 

the educational best interest of our students nor the health of anyone remotely involved.  
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Please listen to educational professionals when they give their opinions. It is more than discouraging to have the professional opinions 

of the vast majority of all levels of educators to be completely discounted by those outside of the profession. 

 

Sincerely, 

EEMS teachers grades PreK-3 

 

Mr. Wilburn thanked the individuals for their concerns. He stated that we need to value our teachers and administrators opinions with 

these surveys. Whenever the time is right to go back, maybe the kids that are really struggling should be brought back first?  Our 

teachers really know the students that need more one on one.  Mr. Buckland stated that his concern is seeing the PALS testing data.  

The kids are really far behind based on this data.  This is a whole generation that we may be losing.  IF we don’t get on this and 

address, we will be facing this problem for a decade.  It is very important that we do what we can. We especially need to get these 

young kids back in school. Mrs. Guynn stated that she is also concerned about what we are losing going to homeschool.  Mr. Steele 

stated that he is the one that went to EEMS and met with teachers for several hours. He tried to get to all of them, but apologized to the 

ones he didn’t get to.  He said most acknowledged that having the kids back in the building would be the best thing for the kids.  Mr. 

Steele stated that we will find a way to get these kids educated.  The PALS scores are coming in and we need to find a way to change 

something.  Mr. Wilburn stated that a lot of districts are just now starting their hybrid plan.  His biggest is having to shut everything 

back down and send everyone to all virtual.  He states we have something going and they are moving.  He said the teachers know better 

than we do.  Mr. Buckland stated that he had a teacher to tell him to do what’s best for the kids. Mr. Pennington stated that he had a 

high school tell him that the virtual learning is not working.  Mr. Steele stated that it will be several years for the CDC to loosen 

guidelines and we can’t wait to get our kids back in school. We will have to take some amount of risk at some point to not leave the 

kids behind.    

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 

 The Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, accepted the Superintendent's 

recommendation to approve the following consent items: 

 

A. Meeting Minutes 
1. Regular – September 17

th
, 2020 

2. Special – September 3
rd

, 2020 

   

 B. Financial Data  
    1. Payrolls to include September 30

th
, October 15

th
, 2020 and October 30

th
, 2020   

2. Payment of Bills  

3. September 2020 Revenue & Expenditure Reports 

4. Appropriation Request for November 2020 
   TO: Christopher McKlarney 

    Interim Administrator for Giles County 

 

   RE: November 2020 Appropriation 

 

The following is the appropriation request for the months of November, 2020. This is for the fifth month of the fiscal 

year 2020-21.  I would appreciate the Board’s consideration of this request. The request for the operating budget is consistent 

with the approved operating budget submitted by the School Board. 

 

Original Monthly Appropriation Request   November  $  2,395,142.00 

      

   This request is one-twelfth of the operating budget and includes the anticipated monthly expenditures in the   

  flow-thru account.  Our year to date appropriation and expenditures are contained in the monthly summary.   

5. 2020-2021 Advisory Committees  

  

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

A. The Superintendent recommended action and Board approval of the following personnel/contractual items: 
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1. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, confirmed 

the following Athletic Contracts:  Nancy Quesenberry – NHS Asst Girls Basketball, Brock Lusk – NHS Head Boys 

MS Basketball, Abby Taylor – NHS Head JV Cheer Football, Heather Ursano – NHS Head Theatre, Jason Breeding 

– GHS JV Boys Basketball, Todd Guynn – NHS Head Girls MS Basketball, Bradley Sutphin – NHS Asst Varsity 

Football 

 

2. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, confirmed the 

following Volunteer Agreements: Rodney Perdue – NHS Football, Chris Hughes – NHS Football, Bryan Hughes – 

NHS Football, Bryan Long – NHS Football, Jeff Allen – NHS Girls Basketball, Baylie Snider – GHS Girls 

Basketball 
 

3. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved the 

following Resignations: Erica Gautier – NHS Teacher Assistant (10-9-20), Jo Ann Zimmerman – Cafeteria (10-1-

20), Andrea Church – Cafeteria (10-22-20), Michael Etzler – GHS English Teacher (10-13-20) 
 

4. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, approved the 

following Retirement: Brenda Stephan – GTC ITRT (1-1-21) 

 

5. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, approved the 

following Employment:  Troy Whittier – GTC Ag Land Lab Farm Manager (10/1/20), Donna Brewster – NHS 

Teacher Assistant (10-12-20) 

 

B. The School Board, on motion of Mr. Pennington, with second by Mr. Wilburn and unanimous voting, approved policy 

revisions as recommended by VSBA and Administration  

 

CONCERNS/COMMENTS… 
Dr. Arbogast stated that enrollment as of today is 2,238, which is a decrease of 3 since September 30

th
. 

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that we currently have 636 full time virtual students, which is a decrease of 36 since September 30
th

.  

 

Dr. Arbogast thanked the Tech Center for putting together their publication. 

 

Dr. Arbogast wanted to thank all of our staff for the work they continue to do in these challenging times.  Your hard work is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that they are working on developing a plan to present to the board that would allow the use inclement weather days 

as virtual days.   

 

Dr. Arbogast introduced Madison Lilly, NHS Student Board Representative. Madison stated that everything seems to be off to a good 

start.  She stated that people are glad to be back in the classroom, even if it is for two days. 

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that after the last meeting, it was evident that the board wanted a plan from principals for PreK-3 to go 4 days per 

week.  Board members were provided information from each school prior to the board meeting to review.  Dr. Arbogast discussed each 

of the schools plans and safety measures that were going to be in place for PreK-3 to come back for 4 days of in-person instruction. 

The plans discussed how and if they are able to put kids in the classrooms, lunch room and buses. The plans discussed items needed 

and hours worked for individuals.  Board members discussed ideas of having all virtual teachers and transporting kids to different areas 

in the county to be able to social distance to get the kids back in.  Mr. Buckland stated that we have to look at every option available. 

Mr. Wilburn stated that he doesn’t think that we are able to get enough substitutes in the event that we need them. Dr. Arbogast stated 

that the date proposed for implementation of the plan was November 30
th

.  Mrs. Guynn stated that she thinks the week of November 

16
th

 would be a good start for PreK-3 to return 4 days. Mr. Buckland stated that we don’t need to continue to move things back.  Mr. 

Wilburn asked Dr. Arbogast for his thoughts on a return date.  Dr. Arbogast stated that the date of November 30
th

 was put in the plan.  
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Mr. Steele thinks we should shoot for the date of November 16
th

.  Mr. Wilburn thinks the 30
th

 would be better.  He stated that we 

should listen to our teachers.  Mr. Buckland stated that we need to be thinking about plans for the rest of the grades before the holiday 

season.  There was a discussion on the high school schedules and when to have them return to 4 days.  Mr. Steele stated that the kids 

going to GHS should not be punished because NHS is on another schedule.  Mr. Buckland stated that at some point, we need to have a 

discussion on the high school schedules.  Mr. Pennington stated that we can’t push both high schools out until the end of first semester. 

 Mr. Wilburn asked if the board had already determined the date to start back before he got there.  He stated that he would like to do 

November 30
th

 for PreK-3 students to return to 4 days.  Dr. Arbogast will provide an update on November 10
th

 on progress for PreK-3 

returning on November 16
th

.  The work session will begin at 10:00 a.m. on November 10
th

.  Board members determined that parents 

have until October 28
th

 to determine if they want their child to go back 4 days or go all virtual.  

 

Mr. Steele stated they are listening to the teachers.  He stated that they have to keep pushing to make sure we are teaching these kids.  

There is nothing easy about making these decisions.   

 

Mr. Wilburn stated that he doesn’t think the board is listening to the teachers.  He stated that we should be listening to the teachers and 

we are not.  He stated that the kids need to be back in school, but we have something that is working right now, but their health and 

safety comes first.  He stated that 3500 people in Virginia have died from this virus.   

 

Mrs. Guynn stated that Mr. Wilburn shouldn’t say that the other board members don’t care what the teachers think.  She said that we 

do support our teachers.  We have to get our little ones back in the building.  She stated that teachers and everyone has struggled from 

COVID.   

 

Mr. Pennington thanked everyone for all they have been doing.  They have been asked to do so much stuff and they have risen to the 

occasion.  He stated that the decisions are not easy to make.  Please bear with us in making these decisions.   

 

Mr. Buckland stated that this is a tough job and they are trying to listen to teachers, but also wants to make sure our kids are educated.  

He feels like this is the first step back to addressing these concerns.  He thanked everyone for all they have done! 

 

The School Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mrs. Guynn and 4-1 voting (AYES: Buckland, Pennington, Guynn, 

Steele; NAYS: Wilburn), approved a start date for PreK-3
rd

 grade of November 16
th

, 2020, with a decision to be made by noon on 

November 10
th

 with a deadline of October 30
th

 for parents to inform the schools of whether they want to return 4 days or all virtual. 

 

Dr. Arbogast plans to have plans for Return to Learn for grades 4-12 on November 17
th

, 2020. 

 

IN OTHER ACTION… 
The School Board, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, approved the following  

Volunteer Agreement – Logan Conley – NHS.   

 

NEXT SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

The next regular School Board meeting will be held Tuesday, November 17
th
 at 4:30 p.m.  

  

The Chairman, on motion of Mr. Buckland, with second by Mr. Pennington and unanimous voting, adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

                                                                                               
Chairman                                     Clerk 


